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you in the administration of the State, and with instructions
to devote themselves, as one of their first duties, to the framing
of a scheme for a representative assembly. A High-court
with three Judges is also about to be brought into being. These
measures mil, I am sure, have the effect of improving the adminis-
trative and judicial machinery of the State, and will have the
advantage of associating the various communities of Jammu
and Kashmir with the working of the State machine. I trust
that the great decentralization in the work will afford a welcome
relief to Your Highness, and conduce to the greater welfare and
contentment of your people. I need not say that both in the
working of these reforms, and also in dealing with State questions,
Your Highness will always find in me, and in my Resident, a
sincere friend, on whose advice and support you may confidently
rely. As for Her Excellency and myself, and those who have had
the good fortune to accompany us, the visit will always remain
fresh in our memories as a lasting record of the charming de-
lights of this country, and of the generous hospitality of Your
Highness. I am very glad indeed that it is during my visit
that Your Highness has decided upon the promulgation of meas-
ures which will render your name glorious in the annals of this
State, and will cause you ever to be remembered with gratitude
and affection by your people. Your Highness' action in respect
of the State, taken at this moment when I am staying in your
State, will itself permanently remain as the result of Your
Highness' thoughtfulness and consideration, and solicitude
for the welfare of your people. It is the poor who always stand
most in need of the care of their ruler, and Your Highness has
shown that you have their well-being uppermost in your mind.
I will not dwell here on the services rendered by the Kashmir
State in the Great War, since they have already been fully
recognized and acknowledged both by the Government of
India and by His Majesty the King-Emperor. I will only say
that the Kashmir State was second to none in the efficiency
of its troops, the generosity of its contributions, and above all,
in the supply of fighting men to the armies which fought in the
cause of justice and freedom. His Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales will have an opportunity during his visit to Jammu of
seeing some of Your Highness' troops, who did such valiant
service at the frontier, and of conveying his congratulations
to you personally. I wish that it were possible for His Highness
to make a longer stay, but owing to his many engagements this
is, I regret to say, impracticable. I shall, however, have much